Studies on Contemporary Ethiopian Social Issues

Ghelawedwos Araia, PhD
Institute of Development and Education for Africa (IDEA)

December 1, 2014
Dedicated to Hanna Lalango A 79 A7 an A

This scholarly article on Ethiopian social issues attempts to fill a lacuna in Ethiopian
contemporary social studies with particular focus on social ills that have proliferated in
Ethiopia as of recent but ironically underreported by the Ethiopian media. Social
problems, including crimes, are not unique to Ethiopia and they are apt to develop, if not
mushroom, especially in nascent expanding urban centers. However, we Ethiopians, and
especially intellectuals, have historical responsibility to research and study the social
problems and influence public policy for the sole purpose of overcoming the problems.

Disciplines like sociology and social studies should not be limited to studying the larger
society in the context of ‘social relationships’ and/or ‘the functioning of societies’; they
should transcend the traditional approaches and focus rather on ‘problem solving’ and
‘decision-making’ by way of empowering citizens and consequently by enabling them to
acquire necessary skills and deal with critical social issues.

The publication of this study is inspired by the tragic death of the fifteen-year old young
Ethiopian girl by the name Hanna Lalango, who was abducted by criminals, stabbed and
gang raped, and died of her injury caused by her abductors. Before she died, however, her
father Ato Lalango Ayese witnessed the last gasp of his daughter before she made the
transition in the hospital. Despite the agony and sorrow they encountered, however, the
family of Ato Lalango, including his wife Weizero Tirfe Woldesenbet, and his daughter
Martha Lalango, bravely came out to a public forum and discussed the life and death of
their last child, but most importantly they have conveyed a message of historic
proportions that could serve as a lesson to all Ethiopians, and perhaps by default redeem
the social ills that could very well undermine the social fabric of Ethiopia unless it is
checked before it is too late. The message of the Lalango family is pure and simple:
Ethiopians must collectively guard their respective neighborhoods by being vigilant
against criminals and by acting as community militias. (The information on the tragedy of
Hanna was obtained from the Addis Ababa Police Report video clip of November 30,
2014).

In anticipation to the tragedy that happened to the Lalango family (and other countless
families across the board in Ethiopia), I had prepared a lengthy study (in Ambharic) on the
social dimension of the Ethiopian society in 2013 for a group of Ethiopians in North
America. | have now decided to release the study for public consumption (Ethiopians and
non Ethiopians alike) so that they can better understand Ethiopia’s social problems and
come up with solutions.
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