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Webster points out ARRA’s unusual level of control over refugee operations within Ethiopia:

“In contrast to the asylum systems of neighboring countries, the role that Ethiopia assumes is
quite unique. Despite being one of Africa’s poorest countries with the third largest population,
Ethiopia’s governmental refugee agency, the Administration for Refugee and Returnee Affairs
(ARRA), performs most of the functions that UNHCR does in the rest of Africa...The Ethiopian
government does not conduct individual refugee status determination per se. In the case of
Eritrean refugees, ARRA conducts “screening” of individuals soon after crossing the border, at
Inda Abaguna.”

.....even UNHCR itself, referring to its international staff, is almost entirely manned by Ethiopians
(this means their international staff).



...Of those who complained of serious discrimination and those who expressed positive
experiences with Ethiopians, there was a unanimous declaration of mistrust of Ethiopian officers
at the various agencies responsible for refugees. ARRA, as an Ethiopian state agency, is staffed
entirely by Ethiopian nationals. In addition to this, the vast majority of UNHCR staff members are
Ethiopians.

Notably, this doesn’t even include all of the Ethiopians staffing UNHCR headquarters and crafting
destructive policies towards Eritreans to ostensibly ensure Ethiopian “national security.”

It's no secret that the EPRDF government of Ethiopia, the poster-child for the humanitarian-
industrial complex financed by mostly by Western donors, has many of its nationals commanding
humanitarian aid organs and developmental bodies.’

..... we do note that ARRA, as an organization, falls under the purview of the Ethiopian National
Intelligence Security Service. (US Chargé d’Affaires Deborah Malac, in a 2008 Wikileak )
Another leaked US diplomatic cable from Addis Ababa sent in February 2010 and marked
“confidential,” describes ARRA’s arrest and summary execution of Eritrean refugees in the camps
and denial of UNHCR’s request to access the arrested. The cable concludes that the actions by
ARRA “suggests an increase in targeting refugees in violation of the GoE obligations as party to
the 1951 Refugee Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, the 1967 Protocol, and the
1969 OAU Convention on Refugees.”

“leaked US diplomatic cable from Addis Ababa sent in February 2010 and marked “confidential,”
describes ARRA’s arrest and summary execution of Eritrean refugees in the camps and denial of
UNHCR’s request to access the arrested. The cable concludes that the actions by ARRA
“suggests an increase in targeting refugees in violation of the GoE obligations as party to the
1951 Refugee Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, the 1967 Protocol, and the 1969
OAU Convention on Refugees.”

2015 report by the United Kingdom’s Department for International Development entitled
“Support for Refugees in Ethiopia: 2012-2015.” The report states, “there are concerns that ARRA
at times dictates refugee policy and operations to UNHCR from a standpoint of national security
as opposed to International Refugee Law, resulting in compromised levels of assistance and
protection for some groups. Reporting and accountability for the majority of UNHCR funds that
are channeled through ARRA for administration and operations has also been the subject of
donor concern.”
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