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See DireTube TV: The Untold Story of Aklilu Habte-Wold - NEW! Documentary.
http://www.diretube.com/diretube-tv-the-untold-story-of-akliluhabte-wold-new-
documentary d3714ad21.html
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ETHIOPIA’S CONSTITUTION: CAN IT STAND THE TEST OF TIME?

MARCH 11, 2016 ADDISSTANDARD (\-+0A®- DHM &C 100 188 Pav8avsem« 0h VAL
TSHLYE RIC O8L PP ANANTYG +PPT), TCHPTT A SHaPALAtD<T h1av 72T K3 (L
APCND-FAz “OLHA HC NP hovAnt®: n&ts AUt L2110 NHY AL 10-.. (LN (LN LbkT aPANTY
ARHOE TIPLANG &I°0 ATLATOT 99249 1INANT= ChHFT TG PG PULLeI20CP DRI PoI9I20CP PPy
avd A0 104Nz

Looking back at it today, I would say this was where the biggest mistake was committed.... we
should have presented it back to the people of Ethiopia in a form of referendum where the people
could have had the chance to decide on whether what we formulated was according to their wish or
not. That we did not do and I believe it was a mistake.”
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TUL 102 A1C @KL PPU-E-7E AAPTE QAPLPT: PP AA2ANGTE hid NBC TCEPT W82 T4 TLCAN:
AVATE i W A8.81 4 ANTE PargPYe T TINCE POCHET SCoPT

...y The All Ethiopian Socialist Movement (AESM), the Ethiopian Workers Party (EWP), and
the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Party (EPRP) should have participated but unfortunately they
didn’t.”
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1M~

...The two questions that I remember vividly: the right to self-determination, which is now
Article 39, and the question of land. These were very controversial even for the Commission. So
what we did was put two alternative versions for each of these articles and brought the draft
constitution to the Transitional Parliament. The Transitional Parliament discussed on that draft and
brought it to the Constitutional Assembly for adoption.”
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I fear if something is not done this constitution will not hold the country together; people will
eventually ask why we should have this constitution. If things are not improved, I fear the
controversies will get out of hand and eventually put the country’s unity in danger. Something has to
be done.”
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A7%.U £AA

“In contemporary Ethiopia thé discourse of ethnicity has become strongly politicized, more so
than ever before, and has created "'realities" which did not 6 previously exist. Few of the parties
concerned (libération movements which emerged largely in the 1970s and largely "mono-ethnic"
political parties dating from the early 1990s) fully realize the artificial aspect of the matter or the
implications of their aspirations, especially when they are cast in the inevitable and ubiquitous idiom
of "national self-détermination'’. Neither do they recognize the fact that Ethiopian government
discourse on ethnicity, and its political government—Dbe established.
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“The issue of recognizing ethnic diversity in a polyethnic polity like Ethiopia deserves much
attention. The present government has made a serious effort, although its societal and institutional
basis for constitution-making, and for decision-making in general has been slim. There is no going
back to a unitary state structure in Ethiopia which denies ethnoregional différences and rights, or
which Iets one group dominate the state. The formula of ethnicization (although in a different, more
effective, fédéral form) should perhaps be encouraged if, first, it is generally interpreted and
implemented as libération and democratization; secondly, it is sustained also in the domain of
respecting individual human rights within the ethno-regions; thirdly, it works in the economie
domain: and finally, it is a tendency and a frame of mind accepted by the ''rural masses'’, the
majority. If, however, all this does not happen and if the ethnic emphasis combined with economie
problems would instead lead to ethnocentrism, regional economie disparities and a reproduction of
inequalities on the intermediate level of the new ethno-regional states, then one wonders what is
new, and whether the Ethiopian people have won anything yet by the constitutional récognition of
their being ethnically separate.” JON ABBINK, Journal of African Law, 41: 159-174 ETHNICITY
AND CONSTITUTIONALISM IN CONTEMPORARY ETHIOPIA.
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