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“Ethiopia, like its immediate neighbours, is faced with difficult policy choices

involved in guarding against internal radicalisation through systematic (constitutionally questionable)
interventions...The government, and donors keen to support global efforts against violent extremism,
should always consider first, the risk of such interventions to the state’s neutrality as
mediator..Above all, those backing interventions should always seek better understanding of what
faith (A7°A\.) means to multi-ethnic, religiously diverse societies like (but not limited to) Ethiopia, in
which the distinction between group and individual identity is often not well defined, and rival local
actors are apt to make use of religious disputes where social and governmental constraints inhibit

open political competition.” See Ethiopia: Governing

the Faithful. Crisis Group Africa Brieﬁng Ne°117. Nairobi/Brussels, 22 February 2016



