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Honorary degrees recognize those who have made profound and enduring
contributions to scholarship, culture, and improved quality of life in society
at large. Achievements of national or international significance deserve
priority consideration. It is important that recipients be persons of great
integrity, as the choices we make reflect our values as an institution.

(http:// www.washington.edu/ceremony/honorary-degrees/procedures)



In accordance with state statute, “No degree shall ever be conferred in
consideration of the payment of money or the giving of property of
whatsoever kind.” RCW 28B.20.130 (ibid)

Depending on the achievement, schools may present different types of
honorary doctorate degrees. Some schools may offer only a Doctor of
Philosophy degree, while others bestow a degree based on the
accomplishment of the recipient. A few examples include:

Doctor of Humane Letters - acknowledging academic distinction
Doctor of Laws - awarded to professionals in the field of law

Doctor of Science - recognizing revolutionary scientific research and
discovery

Doctor of Fine Arts - conferred primarily to musicians, actors, architects
and artists

Doctor of Divinity — bestowed upon exceptional religious figures

(m/articles/What_are_Honorary_Doctorate_Degrees.html)

By awarding honorary degrees, the University recognizes those individuals
whose accomplishments are of such excellence that they provide
inspiration and leadership to its graduates. As well, through its choice of
honorary degree recipients, the University makes a public declaration of its
values. In selecting candidates, the University should attempt to choose
individuals of such a caliber that in honouring them, it too is honoured. The
Honorary Degrees

and Convocations Committee should attempt, through its recommendations
of nominees, to reflect the cultural diversity of the country and the
international character and diversity of the

University itself. It should also attempt to honour those whose outstanding
contributions to their fields or to society have not yet been widely
recognized.

(https://www.mcgill.ca/medicine-academic/files/medicine-
academic/honorary-degrees.pdf)
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