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Ethiopia has the largest livestock population in Africa and among the 
top eight countries in the world.  
The country has 52,1 million cattle, 24,2 million sheep, 22,6 million 
goats, 987.000 camels, 44,9 million poultry and nearly 5 million 
beehives. Livestock and related products account for over 11% of the 
national export earnings. Leather, meat and live animals are the 
principal exportable livestock products.  
Livestock and related products account for over 11% of the national 
export earnings. Leather, meat and live animals are the principal 

exportable livestock products. Live animals and meat production is another investment area within the livestock 
sector. It offers opportunity to serve a vast export market to the Middle East as well as the domestic market. 
Ethiopia earned US $250 million from export of meat and live animals in 2014. Lowland pastoralists produce 
the largest share of meat and live animals for export: they account for 90% of all such production in Ethiopia. 
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Cross-border trade by pastoralists is often informal and beyond state control and regulation. In East 
Africa, over 95% of cross-border trade is through unofficial channels. The unofficial trade of live cattle, 
camels, sheep, and goats from Ethiopia sold to Somalia, Djibouti, and Kenya generates an estimated 
total value of between 250 and 300 million USD annually (100 times more than the official figure).[132] 
Furthermore, the government of Ethiopia is purportedly unhappy with lost tax revenue and 
foreign exchange revenues.[132] Recent initiatives have sought to document and regulate this 
trade.[132] 

 

ኢትዩጵያ 
 ተ/ቁ  ዓይነት ብዛት 

1 የቀንድ ከብት cattle 52,1 million 
2 በግ sheep 24,2 million 
3 ፍየል goats 22,6 million 

 4  ግመል camels 987,000 
5 ዶሮ poultry 44,9 million 
6 ንብ ቀፎ beehives 5 million 
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Table 1: Value of Exports by Major Export Commodities 

  Value of Export (’000 Birr), 2005 – 2009   

Export Commodities/ 
�q(,6�� ��c2 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 5-years 

Average 

Average 

% Share 

Gold /��= 385,038 447,822 458,033 768,717 1,074,994 626,921 5 

Annual Export Total 7,698,132 8,785,619 10,705,887 14,946,011 17,733,396 11,973,809 100 

• Source: Ethiopian Revenue and Customs Authority 
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���   f� 
!2007 �qH !�}5 ��c2: ���  �B% U6�� *oJ� 4,314,456 �M�� ��  !�+%X 
5,Y )�� �ª�� 5,Y !ÎA (??0  49.2 % ��>- 50.2% À�  :45FF ��+%X 
��  5,Y  19.5 % !��� )�° �Ul 80.5% !PBUc �+%X �����h5� ���"�� 
Lx2 ���° :45FF !�+%X ��  bY� �>P� �2006 �qH 2.67 % !*��, 
!2007�qH 2.5 % D�0FF 
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�]5 ZX0 -�*�+,� o%��2   f� 61,246 )D� �ª� 5,Y 33.8% Àc2 :45FF �ª� 
5,Y 27,626 *��%�-5,859 �v: z�]�,-4,072 �+ �: q(,Õ�c2-222 HC� �+ 
HR�l2-234 [¢2-4,267 6Mk2-1,185 ����c2 XPd!A0FF 
����� �>P� Economic Development  
 

1}!5º �+>Å�(0/ + �: �>P� !H*fd �+ �: ��c2 )D; !5º �+> &X ���° 
]MY-0 0� ��12-O�- �}�- �[: ��[ 5vc2 �
� :45FF !2006 �qH  51,776 c� 
oMY �� 5I �0� 50 �M�� m&� P� �P�c0FF !2008�qH 1.3 �M�� \�A0 oMY 
�*�c 90,000 c� ]MY �� 5I q(,6�� ���x !6�� ¯[� !\0 7W7� H�? P!� ��S 
121.5 �M�� m&� �5º ��fU 7(0/ H,P�c0FF When we take sesame alone, in 2006 by exporting 
51,776 tons, a total of 50 million dollar was earned and out of the 1.3 million quintals of sesame produced/ 
harvested in the production year of 2008, over 90,000 tons was exported to the international market through port 
Sudan and eventually over 121.5 million dollar foreign/hard currency was earned. 

2}��i,�*�� ?]�Å!r& !\0 �7¨� 13 H*A� 5,Y �1992- 2005 �qH  !(0/ 5,Y 822 
p<T(c2 !6.5 �M��  � 9�A0 ��i,� H>�PR0FF �2006-2009 �qH !(0/ 5,Y 1389 
p<T(c2 !12.8 �M��  � *R7-�RX H?]5 !*,%� &X XPh/FF !��ª� p<T(c2 
��i,�*�� 92000 �(0/ Lx2 !*=B� �,% �>0 GYJR0FF !ª� *oJ� �2002 �,� 2005 
�qH �+/ 
�? �7Z � � 20 !*c H*A� H�9� �>P� H,*�+!R0FF !*�B0� �2006 �]� 
2009 �qH 50 !*c H*A� H�9� �>P� H3X�R0FF   
On the other hand, in the last thirteen years /1992 –2005/ 822 projects with the capital of 6.5 billion birr were 
approved/ licensed and in the years 2006-2009 around 1389 projects with total capital of 12.8 billion birr were 
approved. These investment projects have created job opportunities for over 92,000 citizens. Therefore, the 
growth of private investment has grown from an average of 20% in the years 2002-2005 to the average annual 
growth of 50% in the years of 2006-2009 among the approved/ licensed investment projects, in the year 2002, 
40.8 % have already started their production.  

3}� >�: bB� H=�S�Å!�+%X (00 ���� �>P� �0b� �:: >�e  �����5 7���: 
PB� �RUl2 ��*�2&45 ���( � >�: bB� HP0+1c2 ���D; ]�� X�b�0FF !ª�� 
*oJ� �2006 �,� 2009 �qH �.7� �M��  � !&X � >� H=�S� 7P!{l2 !�+  
�%345� ���2/ �*�2c&4R0FF ����� �BC=�: H�,�h � >� H=�S� 7P!{l2  >� 
!�*�4� �0= �: ��5c0FF  In our region, the credit/loan given in the rural as well as in the urban 
areas has played a great role in accelerating the economic development. In the years 2006-2009 over 2 billion 
birr credit was given to the farmers who were involved in the food security package and to those who were 
engaged in micro and small scale enterprises to purchase some facilities by the financial institutions such as 
Dedebit and other corporate enterprises. 

4}��+> �>P�Å!�+%X (00 !2005 �qH ��V$l2 bY�  f�13,370 ��!J )D� !2009 �qH 
38,243 �?  10FF !H7¨� H�,� H*A� 5,Y 90,699 �V$l2 ��+> ?C> )��¾ �ª. 
5,Y �32,304 H�, ��+> ?C> ��¾ *D:45 A5�0FF 
 

5},% HY��Å!2003 �qH �BC=�: H�,�h ����p%X� ,� ���%Ì ��!%� bY� 49,392 
��!J )D� !2009 �qH 106,745 �?  10FF !ª�� �(��� �2005 �,� 2009 �qH !�ª� 
�BC=�: H�,�h ����p%X�  ��!%c2 � >� H=�S� n^� 193,286 ]l2 �,% �>0 
H+��R0FF ��� ���&� ,A�,8(, qT�) 2003 �qH U6�� *oJ�Å !�+%X (00 ��'2 
5,Y ��Pd ,% H�2 28.8 !*c ��!J )D� !2009 �qH �� 19 !*c �= �7� 210FF   
In 2003 the number of the micro and small scale enterprises was 49,392 and in 2009 the number has grown into 
106,745 and these enterprises were organized and strengthened. As a result, in the years 2005-2009, around 
193,286 job opportunities have been created. According to the report of the central statistical agency, 
unemployment rate in the urban areas of the Tigray regional state in the year 2003 was 28.8 % of which 20.6 % 
were males and 36.2 % were females but this unemployment rate has decreased to 19.0 % (11.2% males and 16.2 
% females) in the year 2009%.  
 

6}�+ � P� H]�]  ,�W�Å!(0/ !2006�qH 257.8 �M��  � �+ � P� )]�]  !2009 �qH 
633.3  �M��  � P�5 �?  10FF ��+%X (00 HBC&X !T� �+ � P� >�e � 24.5% 
(2005�qH) �� 27.5% (2009�qH) �? !�7� �>P� H3Xc0FF In our region, evidences show 



that the regional revenue collected every year has grown significantly. In 2006, a total of 257.8 million birr was 
collected and this amount of the regional revenue has grown into 633.3 million birr in the year 2009. When we 
see the regional revenue in relation to the regional total budget, it has grown from 24.5% in 2005 to 27.5 % in the 
year 2009.  
 
�*oJ�-0�� �>P� Infrastructure development  
 

1} *�P> £%l2Å!(0/ *�P> £%l2 �>P�� !�*7�� �2009 �qH !�� �/ H*Ac2 
1671 Ä1 g�� R: *�P[2 5,Y 488 Ä/g H,^0� *�P>-1357 Ä1 g�� �PB� *�P>: 
!HBC&X 3028 Ä/g *�P> !(0/ *�+,�-!#$%0 *�+,�: !7Vn >�Kc2 �o��R0FF 
!ª�� *oJ�Å!2005 �qH �(0/ *�Pm2 n^�: �,,�  1000 km2  n^� �53 �� 56 Ä1 
g�� !2009 �qH �>P� H3Xc0FF !2005 �qH  �1000 ��   f� �7!� �*�P> 
n^;: �,,� �0.41 Ä1 g�� ��!J )D� !2009�qH 0.64 Ä/g �*�P> ¿���( 
�,,� �?  10FF !2009 �qH !@PU~ �Jy �75Å �*�P> ¿���( �,,� 43 Ä1 
g�� !�1000 km2  �5FF ���.� �1000 ��  >�e 0.57 Ä1 g�� V� )�E�� 
��+%X (00 �?�h �5FF  !���U !���l2 5,Y 33 Ä/g H,^0� *�P>- 
198.84 Ä/g �BB� *�P>-27.6 Ä/g � 0 ,c�: 62.87 Ä/g �?3n: bee 
�,�Py �*oJ� 0�c2 ��:5�R0FF   
Based on this, in the years before 2009 around 1671 km main roads (of which 488 km is asphalt), 1357 km rural 
road and totally 3028 km road was constructed by the regional government, federal government and other donor 
organizations. Thus, when we see density network of our region in 1000 km2, it has grown from 53 in 2005 to 56 
km in the year 2009 and in population number of 1000, the road coverage has increased from 0.41km which was 
in 2005 to 0.64km in 2009 especially the road which is still under construction is very important in importing 
commodities directly to our region within a very short period of time. In addition, in the urban areas 33kms 
asphalt 198.84kms gravel, 27.6 kms coble stone and 62.87 km drainage/sewerage are already constructed and are 
open to traffic.  
‹In 2009, the density of road at national level was 43km in 1000 km2 and the share of 1000 people was 0.57 km 
but, in our region, the density was 56km in 1000km2 and 0.69km for 1000 people and hence we can say that our 
region is in a better situation. › 

2} sr��tun� 
�?Å!sr��tun� 
�? 226751 ��!¢2 �'�X0 ,0( �BC�l2 )D; 64 
!*c �,0( HP0+1� n^� !(0/ �[�k0FF !�*33X 153374 ��!¢2 �*£*� ,0( 
�BC�l2 )D; *£*� H0� ,0( �P0V�2 90 !*c �?  10Å X� �7�� H�> ]5 
*,*� H0� ,0( !5 Ä1 g�� 5,Y HP0+1� �+�� X2&0FF  On the other hand, an 
encouraging achievement has been registered in the expansion of telecommunications. Hence, 226,751 customers/ 
clients are able to use mobile phone and the mobile phone network covers 64% of the land. Similarly, over 
153,374 customers are beneficiaries of the land line telephone and the coverage for wireless telephone is 90% 
which means one person can get a wireless telephone in every walk of 5 km.  

3} �* %� HP0+1�Å !(0/ 197 ��'2: �PB� H9��l2 �* %� HP0+1� p<+%� 
�BC�l2 D�l0FF !HBC&X 121953 H��%l2: ���%l2 ��J�8 ?ÖA �[�]R0FF !ª�� 
�(0/ �* %� ZX0 n^� 12 !*c �HBC&X �c2 �[�k0FF As a result, 197 towns and rural 
centers are already benefited from the electrification program. In general, 121953 households have already got 
electric consumption counter and this means that the electrification covers 12 % of the total households.  

4} �5@ HP0+1�Å ��Ï� 5@ H=�S� !��� (00 5,Y 50 !*c �� 72 !*c n^� 
H+�c0FF !PB� H9��l2 �+' � 41 !*c �� 60 !*c ����J] ]�� �3�0FFWhen we see the 
health problem in our region, evidences show that most of the health problems are caused due to lack of clean 
water. Thus, so as to solve this problem, the government has been engaged in upgrading the clean water supply 
both in the urban and in the rural areas and eventually the coverage of potable water in urban areas has grown 
from 50% to 72% and in the rural areas it has increased from 41% to 60%.  

 5} �v: HP0+1� n^�Å !(0/ �2005 �,� 2009 �qH �v: �j�0 bY�  f� �40 �� 
200ÅD,�A0 14  f~ H0�*J�Å �v: u& bY�  f�  611 ��!J )D� bY° ��k 568 
D�0FF!HBC&X !(0/ �v: HP0+1� n^� �75 !*� �� 83 !*c H>x0FF ��E:� '� �H�> 
W*� !A2 �/ 104 �H�> n� �E:� ��!J5 73 �H�> n� ½E:c2 D�0FF ���.� ��:c2 
��M> +L '� �870 �*c n� X'~ ��!J5 673 �*c n� �:c2 ��:c2 '� ��k0FF  
 



Eventually, the coverage of health services has increased from 75 % to 83 % and the death of infants less than a 
year has fallen from 104/1000 to 67 /1000 and the death of children under the age of 5 years was reduced from 
169/1000 to 73/1000. In the same way, the maternal mortality is reduced from 870/100000 to 673/100000 and the 
integrated family health is reached 75 % and among those who are involved in the integrated health package 70 
% of them are beneficiaries of their own private toilets.  

6} ������ HP0+1�Å !(0/ !2005�qH 1478 �*T*U� �Jy-59 �.7�h �Jy ����� 
�c2 ��!° )D� ! 2009 �qH 1978 �*T*U�: 110 �.7�h �Jy ����� �c2 bY%45 
!*�+ �o��R0FF !ª�� *oJ� �H��h �Jy ��Ul2 bY� 99.77 !*c 102.8 !*cÅ Ìt� 
]���U ��Ul2 bY� 38.7 !*c �� 50.2 !*c (?  10FF In 2005, there were 1478 primary and 
59 secondary schools but in the year 2009 this number has grown to 1978 and 110 schools respectively. The gross 
enrollment rate in primary education has grown from 99.77 % in 2005 to 102.8 % in 2009 (103.4 % females and 
102.1 % males) and in the junior secondary schools the enrollment rate has grown from 38.7 % to 50.2 % (50.7% 
males and 49.7% females). Similarly, the net enrollment rate in the elementary schools has increased from 
86.77% in 2005 to 92.5% in the year 2009 (94.4 % females and 90.5% males).  
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���.�  5,895 Lx2 ©L�� �,% j>0 �BC� D�R0FF 7H�,� H�9U >�Kc2 2,000 
p<T(c2� ����}B° ����]° �,% �>0 �GY<&4R0FF 
8)�+ �: + Ñc2 HP0+1�Å��+%X (00 �H�,� H*~ ,�%s�( p&� 2005/6 �,� 2008/9 
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8} �HX<p&� �J?�Å ��+%X (0&� *�+,� ×,� �Jy45� �B!b �HX<p&� �J?�l2 
!*Ør-H(¯�:-.*% (�x��� *{� �� �+%X !�0!� ��BC77) Tigray owns three 

standardized Air Ports that are located in Mekelle, Axum and Humera. The Air Transportation of the region then 

assists in increasing the number of visitors who come to visit the natural topography, cultural and historical 

heritages and other tourist attractions of the region. Moreover, it is believed that the air ports can also have 

positive impact in facilitating the regional investment. 
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9�A Y:� ��=,CÀ  *Jy *oJ� 24,780 g�� ,�X� �,�-�>� Y:� �B�c: �B:=< 
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XD:0 ! � ,��XJ5 �' !20.34 )�f 726,768,548.7 ���@� �� H!V�2 ! Q%� ��( 
H��2�R0 �7� �5FF ���°� �>J-PÏ �� `FF ‹‹Since 1999, geological map survey has been 
conducted so as to identify the type, coverage and amount of mineral resources in our region. 
Up to now, the activities of collecting geological information from 24,780 meter square and 
consolidating reports have been finalized. The geological map coverage of our region has 



reached 46.2% and around 850 kg gold is already deposited in the national bank of Ethiopia. In 
this regard, there were some limitations which need due attention such as fulfilling enough 
skilled manpower and inspecting equipments and laboratory services among others.›› (Tigray 
Regional State, Five Years 2010/11-2014/15, Growth & Transformation Plan, Bureau of Plan 
and Finance, September 2003 E.C, Mekelle, page 17)  
Next Five Years (2010/11-2014/15) Regional GTP: Tigray Region Plan and Finance Bureau. 
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In the coming 5 years (2010/11-2014/15), by increasing export products of agriculture and industry, it is 

aimed to obtain 1.5 billion USD. 

The Presence of EFORT Plants :-The EFORT plants which are found in Tigray region play a 
significant role in creating conducive atmosphere for investment, technological transformation, obtaining 
foreign currency, improving regional income and stabilizing the market. For the future, by strengthening 
their capacity the plants will underway the stated and other relevant roles. Therefore, the existence of 
these plants in the region is an asset as they foster different developmental activities. 
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Part I-1. Performance evaluation of the previous strategic plan /2006 -2010/ 
1.1 Macro economic conditions of the region 
The macro-economy situation of the region was evaluated based on some indicators like Regional Gross Domestic Product, the 
share of different economic sectors and the per-capita income among others. It was planned in the previous strategic plan 
(2005/06 -2009/10) to register an average growth rate of 10% annually. However, there was also a concerted effort to record 
above this average growth rate. Accordingly, due to the concerted effort, up to 2010, an average of 11 % growth was registered 
every year. Thus, as compared to the growth rate achieved in 2002-2004 which was 10.01 %, there is a difference of 0.99 %. 
When we see the average growth rate of sectors in the previous strategic plan, agriculture has been grown by 9.5%, industry by 
9.5%, services by 13.2% respectively. For more information it is possible to see in table one below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Table 1: Regional GDP growth rate by economic sectors (2005/06- 2009/10) 
No
. 

Description  Year 
2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 Average 

 
1 Total Regional GDP 11.2 11.3 11.8 10.2 10.5 11.0 
2  Agriculture sector  9.6 9.2 11.4 7.9     9.6     9.5 

3  Industry sector 10.0 9.5           9.0          9.4           10.1           9.5 

4  Services sector 14.0     14.4     13.7     13.0     11.6     13.2 

      Source: Bureau of planning and Finance. 
Out of the gross regional income(GDP) registered in the past strategic plan, the share of agriculture reduced to 38.7% in 
2009/10 from what it had been at 40.9% in 2005/06 while that of industry reduced from 20.4% to 19.4% in the same period.. 
However, unlike the agricultural and industrial sectors, the share of services has shown a remarkable growth from 38.7 % to 
41.9 % in the period under consideration same years. Reference is made in the table-2 below 3 

Table 2: Sectoral share to Regional GDP (in percentage) (2005/06 -2009/10) 
No. Sector 

 
Year 

  2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 Average 
 

1  Agriculture 40.9     40.1     39.9     39.1     38.7     39.4 

2  Industry 20.4              20.1           19.6          19.4           19.4           19.6 

3  Services 38.7     39.8     40.5     41.5     41.9     41.0 

 Total 100  100  100  100  100  100  
          Source: Bureau of planning and Finance 
This remarkable economic development was realized because of the significant growth in agricultural production and 
productivity; industry such as the expansion of mining, trade, construction, transport, financial institutions and the expansion 
of other infrastructures. The per capita income was found by dividing the overall RGDP to the then total population number. 
 

���I ��?, ��? P�(the real per capita income) 
 
��+%X (00 ���I ��?, ��? P�F- 
 
!�+%X (00 �2005/06�qH �Lx2 ���I ��?, ��? P� 1378  � �X� 168 �q, m&� 
��!J )D� !2009/10 �qH 1900  � �X� 232 �q, m&� *>J¯� 7ª�� �>P� oMY �� 
5º !*&( �?�h P� !6�� ¯[� !\0 �50 �M�� �,� 121.5 �M�� m&� !�+�A45 
���D� �(0/ ]�> ��A0FFThus, the real per capita income has grown from 1378 birr (168 USD) in 2005/06 to 1900 
birr (232 USD) in 2009/10.There are some agricultural products which significantly contribute to the economic development 
of our region and are very important export items such as sesame and other cereals, gum and gum Arabica, leather and leather 
products, hides etc. When we take sesame alone, in 2006 by exporting 51,776 tons, a total of 50 million dollar was earned and 
out of the 1.3 million quintals of sesame produced/ harvested in the production year of 2008, over 90,000 tons was exported to 
the international market through port Sudan and eventually over 121.5 million dollar foreign/hard currency was earned. 
Therefore, this encouraging result indicates the possibility of increasing the contribution of such agricultural products to the 
economic development of our region if an integrated and intensified effort is made to increase the quality, quantity and 
competitiveness of these kinds of export of agricultural products. 
 
!�+%X (00 �1992 �,� 2005�qH 822 p<T(c2 !6.5 �M��  � 9�A0 �&45 �,% ?C> 
H+��5 �!�FF !�*33X !2006 �,� 2009 �qH 1389  p<T(c2 !12.8 �M��  � 9�A0 
�&45 �,% ?C> H+��5 �!�FF !�+%X (00 ��JP5 X� ���i,�*�� 792000 Lx2 �,% 
�>0 GY<&4R0FF On the other hand, in the last thirteen years /1992 –2005/ 822 projects with the capital of 6.5 billion 
birr were approved/ licensed and in the years 2006-2009 around 1389 projects with total capital of 12.8 billion birr were 
approved. These investment projects have created job opportunities for over 92,000 citizens. Therefore, the growth of private 
investment has grown from an average of 20% in the years 2002-2005 to the average annual growth of 50% in the years of 
2006-2009 among the approved/ licensed investment projects, in the year 2002, 40.8 % have already started their production. 
 
!�+%X (00 �2006 �,� 2009�qH ����� ��X(< ^X:�,/� >�: bB� HP0+1� 2 �M�� 
 � 7�@ P!{l2  >� H*�2c&45 �BC� H>�x4R0FFIn our region, the credit/loan given in the rural as 
well as in the urban areas has played a great role in accelerating the economic development. In the years 2006-2009 over 2 
billion birr credit was given to the farmers who were involved in the food security package and to those who were engaged in 
micro and small scale enterprises to purchase some facilities by the financial institutions such as Dedebit and other corporate 
enterprises. This kind of financial support is believed to have a great contribution in supporting the farmers and the micro and 
small scale enterprises that have financial constraints. 
 



��+%X (00 �P�l2 �< �2006�qH 257.8 �M��  � + � H]�,�D0 !�*33X !2009�qH 
633.3 �M��  � �+ � P� ] ,S0FF �(0/ �T�� ���� P0�l0FF In our region, evidences show that 
the regional revenue collected every year has grown significantly. In 2006, a total of 257.8 million birr was collected and this 
amount of the regional revenue has grown into 633.3 million birr in the year 2009. When we see the regional revenue in 
relation to the regional total budget, it has grown from 24.5% in 2005 to 27.5 % in the year 2009 and in relation to the 
recurrent budget of our region; it has increased from 30.1% in 2005 to 43.2 % in 2009. When we compare the share of the 
region’s overall revenue to RGDP in the same period, it has grown from 3.5 % in 2005 to 7.2 % in 2009. Of the total regional 
revenue collected in 2005-2009, the share of direct tax has grown from 80.2% to 82.0%, and the share of capital revenue from 
0.4% to 2.5% but the share of indirect tax has decreased from 19.4 % to 15.5 %. Even though, the amount of the indirect tax 
collected every year was increasing, the growth was not as such significant. 
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የትግራይ ህዝብ ኃብትና መልክአ ምድር 
 

 The CSA estimated in 2005 that farmers in Tigray had a total 
of 2,713,750 cattle (representing 7.0% of Ethiopia's total 
cattle), 72,640 sheep (0.42%), 208,970 goats (1.61%), 1,200 
horses (less than 0.1%), 9,190 mules (6.24%), 386,600 asses 
(15.43%), 32,650 camels (7.15%), 3,180,240 poultry of all 
species (10.3%), and 20,480 beehives (0.47%).[9] 

• MAJOR ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES 

About 83% of the population are farmers. Teff, wheat, and barely are the main crops. Other 

agricultural products include beans, lentils, onions, and potatoes. Irrigation and terrace 

ትግራይ 
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farming are used on the steep slopes. The region is also known for its export items of cotton, incense, sesame and minerals. 1.5 

million hectares of land in the region is cultivable, of which one million hectares is being cultivated, while 420,877 hectares of 

land is terraced. Handicraft (gold smith, painting and wood sculptures) is another area of activity observed in the historic cities 

of the state. 

• MINERALS 

Tigray is one of the richest areas in Ethiopia in mineral resources. Some of the explored metallic minerals of the state include 

gold, copper, iron ore, zinc, lead and nickel. Asbestos, Silica sand, Kaolin, graphite, gypsum gemstone, marble, granite slate, 

limestone and dolomite are among the non-metallic minerals. 

• INVESTMENT 

The state of Tigray has created favourable conditions and incentives in order to attract investors. So far, until the beginning of 

1998, there were 361 projects with a capital of 4 billion Ethiopian Birr. These projects focus mainly on agriculture, industry, 

hotel and tourism, social services, mining, construction and transport. About 200,138 persons will benefit from the job 

opportunity created by these projects. The state also has large farming areas suitable for the production of cash crops such as 

cotton and different kinds of oilseeds. 
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