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“Inequality results in unsustainable life styles among both those who consume
excessively as well as among those who are compelled to ravage their environment for
their very survival. Widening income disparities have also been linked to social unrest
and violence in developing countries, threatening the sustainability of society itself. In
an age of mass communication, rising prosperity in one section of the population raises
expectations of a better life everywhere. Television carries images of luxurious life in
the metropolis and overseas to impoverished urban slums and outlying rural villages.
When this growing awareness is not accompanied by growing opportunities, it gives
rise to increasing frustration, social tensions and violence, as expressed by the
increasing incidents of violence in China between 1993 and 2003, a period of rapid

economic growth.” Human Capital and Sustainability
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