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291 ORIGIN OF TUE GALLAS.

mother of the Gallas had been a woizoro (lady) of the
Abyssinian Kiugs when they resided on the mountain
Entoto, m the neighbourhood of Gurague—that the
lady was given in marriage to a slave from the south
of Gurague, by whom she had seven sons, who were
educated in their father’s lnguage and customs, as
well as in his business, which was that of a herdsman—
that the sons beeame great robbers, having gathered
many people with them—that three of these sons were
called Tulema, Karain, and Maitsha; and henee the
Tribes of these names—that when they thought they
were strong enongh, they besan to fizht with the Abys-
sinians, and frequently vanguished them, particularly
on one occasion near the river Gala, in Gurague ; and
hence they have been ealled Gallas to the present day.
When Mahomed Grasne desolated Shoa and Guraguoe,
the Gallas entered and took possession of many fine
places.  All this is written in a small treatise, of which
I have procured a copy. This acconnt of the origin
of the Gallas I think is very probable.

April 24, 1810—To-day begins what is called by the
Abyssinians Kenona, that is, for three days the people
neither cat nor drink ; and the Bala Dirgo, or those who
receive their maintenance from the King, receive only
dry bread, because these are days of prayer.  However,
I reecived my portion from the King's table as at other
fieee T Amw T bonl amctlar how intg my house, who
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but in sueh a horrible manoer that M. Rochet, who ll;nl
his tent near the King’s, was unable to sleep.
February 1, 1810—We set out from omr enmp abont
seven o'cloek this morning ; but about ten o'elock the
King gave orders to encamp.  Having mranged this, the
King went out to hunt buffalos and elephants, which
are seldom to be met with in the forests of Metta. AL
loehet amd myself accompanied the King,  About
eleven o'clock we vested a little on a2 mountain, where
we had a most beautiful prospeet in all divections. In

the south-west, we saw the mitjestic mountains in the

territory of Maitsha, with their immense forests ; and

on the south-west we had before us the hizh mountain

Fntots, where several of the Kings of Abyssinia had

vesided, till Grazne, the King of Adel, destroved the

city built there, the ruing of which, 1 was informed,

From Johann Ludwig Krapf account
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still existed on the mountain. Nebla Denghel is said

to have heen the last King who resided there.  He took

tlight to the neighbouring monntain Ferver, and then
to the mountain Bokan, till he was compelled to retive
to Tigre ; when the Gallas profiting by this opportnnity
entered this part of Shoa after the death of Gragne.
Thus Gurague was scparated from Shoa. They took

the wingt heantifnl neoviness. The nrieste of the Kine
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he came to the strong fortress of Dassi, where there was
1o water, except what was found by digging in the earth
and sand.* Now Yasso or Yass must be the river which is
formed by the united streams of the Ala, the Ancona, and
Subalette, called also Hanazo; for except the Hawash, there
is no other riverin these quarters which deserves the name
of great.t Salt says expressly, that the river Yaze was to the
porth of Zeilah. Being in the rainy season, however, when
the king entered this country, it may have been the river
mentioned by M. Rochet as rising in Killalou. When joined
by its tributaries to the north, it would at that scason be
a large stream.  The inbabitants of Aussa and Adel are
tawny, not black, and have long hair. They are some-
times called Ghiberties, which means, strong in the faith.
The country around the Hawash, and in the valleys, is called
Kolla, or Khulla, the low country, to distinguish it from
the high mountainons districts of Abyssinia and Shoa.
It is very fertile, but hot, and in the Tainy season sickly.
The name is applied generally throughout Africs, to desig-
nate the low from the mountainous districts, Beyond the
Kolla, or low country mentioned, is the country named Sam-
har, which is a general word used to designate the sca-
coast in a country dry and barren,

Having thus, it is humbly conceived, rectified the geo-
graphical positions of these and more important provinces
of Mahomedan dominion in Eastern Africa, the positions
of other places deserve less notice, and only require to be
enumerated to be seen and understood on the maps.

Adjoining to and south-eastward of Efat is the distriet

GEQGRAPHICAL MEMOIR. [23]

Abyssinia in 1559, Bali is west south-west of Zeilah, and
south-west of Mocawa, Fattigar, “once a considerable

rovince, lies to the southward and south-westward of
Gan and Bali of the ancient Mahomedans, The capital
is called Bulga, a name which is sometimes given to the

whale province. To the eastward and seuthward of these

last named provinces or districts, lies Hades, called also Har-
rar, or in the Abyesinian mode of pronounciation, Hurraye,

after the capital, called also Harrar. This place was once
the seat of a great Mahomedan state, and the centre of
their power in this portion of Africa, after the kingdom of
Adel was overthrown. In the days of Alvaraez the territory
of Hadea stretched to Magadoxa. To the west of Haden,
Le states, was Gan, and south-west from it Gurague. In
this kingdom was a great lake so broad, that one side
could not be seen from the other.® This must be the Souic
or Zawaja, which is stated by late travellers to be very large
and broad. The country around it is very fine, but sickly.
Mahommed, surnamed Gragne, or left handed, ruled this
country about the vear 1525; and soon after Alvaraez left
Abyssinia, he invaded, and during the reign of that unfor-
tunate prinee, David, overran and almost ruined the whole
of Abyssinia. He was at length conqueved and killed by
the aid of some Portuguecse troops, Abvssinia delivered,
and Hadea, like other states in this portion of Afrien, over-
whelmed by the Gallas.

of Gan, and adjoining and eastward of it again is Bah, o
small kingdom, through which the Gallas first rushed into
* Bruce, vol, iii, p. 48. + Salt, p. 102,

According to Bruce,t Hadea was a large town with five
gates, and then the capital of Adel, Aussa being then de-
pendent upon it. Ninety-nine villages paid tribute to it,
and its Chief was constantly engaged in war with the
Abyesinians and the Galla.  Itisstill a place of some impor-

* Rochet, . 106, 4 Vol. vil. pp. 81,52,
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The road of Beshkatie led us to the distriet of
Todas, which received its nome from one of the eight
sons of Ali, a Mahomedan, who took possession of the
conntry around at the time of Gragne, in whose in-
terest it was to introduce people of Lis religion into
the country, When Ali died, his eight sons, of whom
Tlodas, Sadekas, and Jonas, particularly distinguished
themselves, possessed the distriet till they were all killed
by the intruding Gallas, who availed themselves of the
desolation whieh Gragne had caused in Abyssinia ; a
cirenmstance which reminds us of Joel 1. 4. That
which the palmer worm hath left, hath the locust
eaten, de-

Qur road then led us to Maskalie Gheddm which
meang, ““ My cross is a convent.” Though the monas-
tery was close to the way side, yet 1 had no time to
halt and take leave of Alaca Woldab, who bhas
been a friend of mine for some time. However, I
sent him a copy of the MEthiopic New Testament, for
which he had expressed a desive whenever he had seen
me at Ankobar, He is one of those Ecclesinsties who
use the Amharie Bible in teaching their pupils. The
reason why I could not halt was, beeanse I had no
time to lose, as [ wished before evening to reach Zalla-
Dengai, where the Queen-Dowager resides. A travel-
ler in Abyssinia must always bear in mind, that he
must arrive in due time at the Governors with whom
he intends to pass the night, in order that the vequi-
site preparations may be made before night fall.  An

From Johann Ludwig Krapf account
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mother of the Gallas had been a woizoro (lady) of the
Abyssinian Kiugs when they resided on the mountain
Bntoto, m the neighbourhood of Guragne—that the
lady was given in marriage to a slave from the sonth
of Gurague, by whom she had seven sons, who were
educated in their father’s language and customs, as
well as in his business, which was that of a herdsman—
that the sons became great robbers, having gathered
many people with them—that three of these sons were
called Tulema, Karain, and Maitsha; and henece the
Tribes of these names—that when they thought they
were strong enough, they began to fight with the Abys-
sinians, and frequently vanguished them, particularly

on one oceasion near the river Gala, in Gurague ; and
henee they have been ealled Gallas to the present day.

When Mahomed Gragne desolated Shoa and Gurague,
the Gallas entered and took possession of many fine

places. Al this is written in a small treatise, of which
I have procured a copy. This acconnt of the origin
of the Gallas I think is very probable.

April 24, 1810—To-day begins what is called by the
Abyssinians Kenona, that is, for three days the people
neither eat nor drink ; and the Bala Dirgo, or those who
receive their maintenance from the King, receive only
dry bread, because these ave days of prayer. However,
I reecived my portion from the King's table as at other
e (Mo Aee ¥ tonl cmedleom hoe 2oty iy house, wheo
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