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“In Ethiopia, Amhara rule has long provided a minima basis for national unity. While this rule has
been secured by coercive means, it has accustomed the carious tribes in Ethiopia to live under a
common sovereignty and to some extent has enabled their leaders to communicate with one another
by means of a common native tongue.

... These drawbacks have been those of any imperialism. During great Amhara expansion under
Menelik (1889-1913), many peoples were maltreated. Indepenedent tribesmen were reduced to
slavery; unique cultrures were decimated; proud kings were dragged in the dust. Those who held the
Ambhara position in these occupied territories seixed land from the indigenous peoples and exploited
them much as would any invader.”
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“Dr. Levine’s Wax & Gold is one of these. It has received a mixed reception ranging from
unrestrained acclaim to mild praises and outright denunciations. These varied and heated reactions
pinpoint the duality of the book: it is a serious and illuminating piece of work; it has at the same
time, the maddening sting of a gadfly.”
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— Donald N. Levine, Wax & Gold: Tradition and Innovation in Ethiopian Culture (With a new
preface by the author), fifth impression, 1972, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago and
London, Printed in USA.

— Professor Ayele Bekerie, Mekele, Ethiopia, Article on Tadias, Tribute to Ethiopia Scholar Don
Levine: Reflections & Photos, April 7, 2015:

http://www.tadias.com/04/07/2015/tribute-to-ethiopia-scholar-don-levine-reflections-photos/

— Dr. Theodore M. Vestal, Professor Emeritus, Oklahoma State University, Article on Tadias,
Tribute to Ethiopia Scholar Don Levine: Reflections & Photos, April 7, 2015
http://www.tadias.com/04/07/2015/tribute-to-ethiopia-scholar-don-levine-reflections-photos/

— Gedamu Abraha, Wax and Gold Commentary, Posted by Gedamu Abraha on November 2, 2005
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https://tezetaethiopia.wordpress.com/2005/11/02/wax-and-gold-by-gedamu-abraha/
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