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“...The TPLF now focused on the principle of self-determination in the name of this principle,
it claimed to seek the equality and freedom of the Tigrean people and other nationalities
within a united Ethiopia. It stressed however that this could be realize only under a




“democratic” government in Ethiopia and not under the “fascist” PMAC. It emphasized that “if
the existing national oppression continues or is aggravated”- so long as the PMAC or another
revolutionary democratic regime is in power in Ethiopia-self determination “means the birth of
an independent Tigray” (51)
Clearly the TPLF aimed to overthrow the revolutionary government in Addis Ababa. The idea
of severing Tigrai from Ethiopia was a threat designed to serve this goal.
The EPLF and the TPLF renewed their intimacy. They became twin organizations and again
charted a common plan of work.
Some TPLF leaders gave clear indications of their wish to unite Eritrea and Tigrai, portraying
it as an alliance against the “Showan regime,” the PMAC in Addis Ababa. French writer Rene
Lefort has recorded a revealing incident which he witnessed while touring the EPLF held
territory in Eritrea. He recalled listening to “a long very long soliloquy” by an EPLF leader on
the reason for the struggle of the Eritreans (52) He added that EPLF leader concluded the
talk by saying, “"We are the inheritors of the kingdom of Axum. We will have nothing to do
with this Showan regime.” (53)
The perceptive Lefort commented that, in those words of the EPLF leader, “there was...more
than a mere verbal sally.” (54)- (Eritrea Dynamics of a Nation Question — by Tesfatsion
Mehanie May 1986-p.115)
*51- (Rene Lefort, Ethiopia: An Heretical Revolution? (London: Zed Press, 1983), P.268
*52-Ibid
*53-1bid
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