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Treason laws in the United States

In the United States, there are both federal and state laws prohibiting treason.™! It was
defined in Article III, Section 3 of the United States Constitution. Most state
constitutions include similar definitions of treason, specifically limited to levying war
against the state, "adhering to the enemies" of the state, or aiding the enemies of the
state, and requiring two witnesses or a confession in open court.’2 However, fewer than
thirty people have ever been charged with treason under these laws.™!

Constitutionally, citizens of the United States owe allegiance to at least two sovereigns.
One is the United States, and the other is their state. They can therefore potentially
commit treason against either, or against both.'! At least fourteen people have been
charged with treason against various states; at least six were convicted, five of whom
were executed.However, no person has ever been executed for treason against the
federal government [www.wikipedia,free encyclopedia]
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